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Background/Aims: The area of endoscopic application has been continuously expanded since its introduction in the last century and
the frequency of its use also increased stiffly in the last decades. Because gastrointestinal endoscopy is naturally exposed to dis-
eased internal organs and contact with pathogenic materials, endoscopy mediated infection or disease transmission becomes a ma-

jor concern in this field. Gastrointestinal endoscopy is not for single use and the proper reprocessing process is a critical factor for
safe and reliable endoscopy procedures. What needed in these circumstances is a practical guideline for reprocessing the endoscope
and its accessories which is feasible in the real clinical field to guarantee acceptable prevention of pathogen transmission.

Methods: This guideline contains principles and instructions of the reprocessing procedure according to the step by step. And it
newly includes general information and updated knowledge about endoscopy-mediated infection and disinfection.
Results: Multiple societies and working groups participated to revise; Korean Association for the Study of the Liver, the Korean

Society of Infectious Diseases, Korean College of Helicobacter and Upper Gastrointestinal Research, the Korean Society of
Gastroenterology, Korean Society of Gastrointestinal Cancer, Korean Association for the Study of Intestinal Diseases, Korean
Pancreatobiliary Association, the Korean Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy Nurses and Associates and Korean Society of

Gastrointestinal Endoscopy. Through this cooperation, we enhanced communication and established a better concordance.
Conclusions: We still need more researches in this field and fill up the unproven area. And our guidelines will be renewed

accordingly. (Korean J Med 2020;95:325-335)
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Table 1. Classification of the disinfection and sterilization of patient-care items and equipment by Spaulding [1,19]

=5 B 7] (Al AD) EN
FEEEE T AR, R 2 e E, o 4B, WA FEE 5 A A e, T
(critical items) T A A7 2 AL E = 231 23 (probe) 2 WA F(BA 7, £ 3}st Eat
5), A7) 22 (electrocautery tips), A7 - F-2l(endocervical curettes),
0]%5- 3 AH(transfer forceps), 114 2| & Al =9 A5 E315F %] 1}7]| 7L (dental
equipment including high speed dental handpieces)
=999 71+ WA (WA, 7184 WA, B WA 5), £F 21 &5 7]+ 2 vh shet A
(semicritical items) 71, &5 7 (laryngoscope blade), 41 = 7]5 7 A} 7} €] E] (esophageal Lo LFAE
manometry catheter), T 43} 7] 57 Al 7} € E] (anorectal manometry catheter),
W= =< 2 (cryosurgicalprobes), 7l 7 7] (nasal/anal/vaginal specula),
Al 5| A~ A3l 1} A 5 (CPR face masks), -5 7] 7 5-<E(breast pump accessories),
SRR
v 91E 7]+ a7, @gE5A7], 27, AdE 714 5 Ho Ak
(non-critical items) 24 e g i JEsle 259 EHER, TE 2259 5)

CPR, cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
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