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Dengue fever
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Dengue virus causes dengue fever and its more severe form, dengue hemorrhagic fever. The classical symptoms of dengue fever

are high fever lasting for 5~7 days and bright reddish petechiae developed at the end of fever. The virus is transmitted by mosqui-

toes belonging to the genus Aedes, which are distributed in the tropical and subtropical areas of Africa, America, Southeast Asia,

and Pacific islands. The currant pandemic of dengue viral infection began after the 1940s, possibly in consequence to the World

War 11, and the dengue virus infection has become the most important arthropod-borne viral infection. With an increase in the num-

ber of Koreans traveling to dengue fever-endemic areas since 1988, there has been an increase in the incidence of dengue viral in-

fection and is reported to affect 50 to 90 patients annually. Further, it is the most common notifiable imported disease in Korea.

Most of the patients with dengue infection presented with dengue fever or dengue hemorrhagic fever, and 1 fatal case of dengue
shock syndrome was reported. (Korean J Med 77:165-170, 2009)
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Figure 1. World distribution of dengue fever, 2008.
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Figure 2. Average annual number of cases of dengue or severe dengue reported to WHO, and average
annual number of countries reporting dengue (adopted from WHO. Report of the Scientific Working

Group meeting on Dengue, Geneva, 2006).
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Figure 3. In contrast to the skin color of a physician, the entire
skin of a patient with dengue fever becomes reddish with dif-
fuse petechiae. Scattered ‘islands of white in a sea of red’ are
observed. The insert shows diffuse petechaie.
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