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Updated Guidelines for the Management of Thyroid Nodule
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Figure 1. Algorithm for the evaluation of patients with one or
more thyroid nodules (Modified from [2]).
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Table 1. Bethesda system for reporting thyroid cytopathology [3]

1 Nondiagnostic or unsatisfactory
Cyst Fluid Only
Vertually acellular specimen, No follicular cells present
Other (obscuring blood, clotting artifact, poor fixation,
poor cell preservation etc)

2 Benign
Consistent with a benign follicular nodule (includes
adenomatoid nodules, colloid nodule, etc.)
Consistent with lymphocytic (Hashimoto) thyroiditis in the
proper clinical context
Consistent with granulomatous (subacute) thyroiditis
Other

3 Atypia of undetermined significance or follicular lesion of
undetermined significance

4 Follicular neoplasm or suspicious for a follicular neoplasm
Specify if Hiirthle cell (oncocytic) type

5 Suspicious for malignancy
Suspicious for papillary carcinoma
Suspicious for medullary carcinoma
Suspicious for metastatic carcinoma
Suspicious for lymphoma
Other

6 Malignant
Papillary thyroid carcinoma
Poorly differentiated carcinoma
Medullary thyroid carcinoma
Undifferentiated (anaplastic) carcinoma
Squamous cell carcinoma
Carcinoma with mixed features (specify)
Metastatic carcinoma
Non-Hodgkin lymphoma
Other
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