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Severe Scrub Typhus Complicated by Myofascitis Due to the Taguchi Strain of
Orientia tsutsugamushi

Jong Wook Beom', Sang Teak Heo', Ji Kang Park’, Young-Sang Koh’, and Sohyun Kim’
Departments of 'Internal Medicine, zRadiology, and 3Microbiolog/, Jeju National University School of Medicine, Jeju, Korea

Scrub typhus is an acute febrile illness with focal or general vasculitis that is caused by Orientia tsutsugamushi. The spectrum of
clinical severity ranges from mild to severe with potentially fatal complications including acute renal failure, gastrointestinal bleed-
ing, meningitis, myocarditis, and pneumonia. However, myofascitis with scrub typhus has not been reported to date. We report a
case of pneumonia, meningitis, and myofascitis in a 56-year-old male patient with scrub typhus due to the Taguchi strain of O.
tsutsugamushi. (Korean ] Med 2014;86:253-257)
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Figure 2. Brain magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) reveals
subtle leptomeningeal enhancement along both lateral temporo-
occipital lobes (white arrows) and medial occipital lobes (black
arrows) in the contrast-enhanced axial fluid attenuated inversion
recovery (FLAIR) image.

Figure 1. Chest CT scans on admission. (A) A coronal view of the right upper lobe of the lung shows focal infiltration (black
arrow). (B) Focal consolidation is observed in the right middle lobe in the axial view (black arrow).
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Figure 3. Brain magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). (A) Contrast-enhanced axial T1-weighted image shows myo-fas-
cial contrast enhancement along the right side of the splenius capitis and trapezius muscles (white arrow). (B) Contrast-en-
hanced sagittal T1-weighted image reveals myo-fascial contrast enhancement along the right side of the splenius capitus
and trapezius muscles (white arrows). (C) Contrast-enhanced sagittal T1-weighted image reveals myo-fascial contrast
enhancement along the upper trapezius muscles (white arrow).
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