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A Case of Vertebral Osteomyelitis and Spinal Epidural Abscess Caused by
Haemophilus aphrophilus

Yong Kyun Kim', Tae Jun Kim', Dong Min Jung', Soon Young Kim', Jeong-a Lee', Seung Soon Lee', and Sung-Hye Koh®

Departments of 'Internal Medicine and ZRadiology, Hallym University Sacred Heart Hospital,
Hallym University College of Medicine, Anyang, Korea

Haemophilus aphrophilus is an aerobic, gram-negative oropharyngeal bacterium, commonly isolated from cases of HACEK
endocarditis. In addition, H. aphrophilus has also been shown to cause invasive bone and joint infections. Although multiple cases
of H. aphrophilus endocarditis have been described, no cases of invasive bone and joint infections caused by H. aphrophilus have
been reported in Korea. Here we report the case of a 69-year old woman with a diagnosis of vertebral osteomyelitis and spinal
epidural abscess with compressive myelopathy caused by H. aphrophilus, in which there was no objective evidence of infective
endocarditis. She was successfully treated with intravenous administration of cefotaxime and drainage of the epidural abscess by
laminectomy of the T3-7 vertebrae. (Korean ] Med 2014;86:515-518)
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Figure 1. Sagittal (A) and axial (B) Gd-enhancement fat suppressed T1-weighted MR images of the thoracic vertebrae show strong

enhancement of T6 and T7 vertebral bodies associated with a narrowing of disc space (arrowheads) and paravertebral abscesses (open

arrows). The thoracic spinal canal shows long segment narrowing due to epidural soft tissue thickening with posterior abscess (arrows).
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